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REMARKS 

o  N 

Some  Passages 

In  Sir  R.  Manningham’s 

D  I  A  R  Y, 

Am  oblig’d  to  Sir  Kich- 
ard  Manningbanij  for 
the  Juftice  he  has  done 
me  in  his  Diary  late¬ 
ly  publiih’d,  by  owning,  p.  20. 
that  when  he  talk’d  to  me  of  the 
Affair  of  Mary  Tofts,  I  told 

B  him. 


i 
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liim^  ill  a  peremptory  Manner, 
that  it  miift  be  a  Cheat  ^  and 
likewife,  p.  32.  that  I  aflifted  him 
in  perfuading  and  preparing  that 
unhappy  Woman  to  make  a 
Difcovery  of  the  Truth.  But 
as  from  fome  other  PalTages  of 
his  Book,  efpecially  Two  or 
Three  Expreffions  related  by 
him  as  mine.  People  may  be 
led  to  believe,  that,  for  fome 
Time  at  leaft,  1  was  of  the 
fame  Opinion  of  which  he  has 
candidly  enough  acknowledged 
himfelf  to  have  been  j  I  think 
it  incumbent  on  me,  in  the 
fame  publick  Manner,  to  give  a 
fliort  Account  of  my  Behaviour, 
efpecially  fuch  Parts  of  it  as 
have  been,  or  may  be,  excepted 
againft,  lince  I  firft  heard  of 

this 
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this  extraordinary  Delivery  of 
Rabbits. 

I  begin  by  declaring  it  to 
have  been  always  my  firm  Opi- 
nion^  that  this  Report  was 
falfe  9  in  the  Fir  ft  Place,  be- 
caiife  I  never  could  conceive  the 

Generation  of  a  perfedl  Rab¬ 
bit  in  the  Uterus  of  a  Woman 
to'be  poffible,  it  being  contra- 
didiory  to  all  that  is  hitherto 
known,  both  from  Reafon  and 
Experience,  concerning  the  or¬ 
dinary,  as  well  as  extraordi¬ 
nary  Procedure  of  Nature,  in 
the  Formation  of  a  Foetus :  And, 
in  the  next  Place,  becaufe  I 
never  could  conceive  it  pradfi- 
cable,  that  any  fuch  Subftances, 
as  were  talk’d  of,  fliould  be 

B  2  thruft 
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thruft  up^  through  the  narrow 
Neck^  into  the  Cavity  of  that 
Organ  ^  that  being  repugnant 
to  the  Strudture  of  the  Part  fo 
well  known  from  Anatomy. 
Thefe  I  gave  openly^  as  my  Sen¬ 
timents  of  the  Matter^  in  all 
Companies  where  I  had '  Oc- 
calion  to  mention  it,  while 
the  Woman  remain’d  at  GuiU 
fovdj  notwithftanding  the  re¬ 
peated  Confirmations  of  it,  by 
new  and  fpecious  Appearances 
of  Fadls,  with  which  the  Town 
was  every  Day  alarm’d. 

But  from  the  Time  that  the 
Woman  was  brought  to  the  Ba- 
gnio,  in  Lekefter-FteJds^  I  did 
not  fo  publickly  and  frequently 

talk 
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talk  againft  the  IrapofturCj  as  I  • 
had  before  done  j  nor  rail  at 
thofe  who  fuffer’d  themfelves  to 
be  impos’d  on,  with  all  that  Ill- 
Nature  and  Noife  with  whicli 
fome  others  continu’d  to  do. 

On  Wednefday  the  30th  of 
November,  about  One  o’clock 
in  the  Morning,  I  receiv’d  the 
following  Letter  from  Mr.  St. 
Andrk 

SIR, 

I  Have  brought  the  Woman 
from  Guilford  to  the  Bagnio 
\n  Leicefter-Fields.  She  has  now 
a  live  Rabbit  in  her,  and  I 
expeB  jhortly  a  Delivery,  you 

■  ’  '  win 
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mil  infinitely  oblige  me  to  de^ 
liver  her  yourf  ?lf.  Mr.  Amiand 
is  already  here.  ' 

I  aui,  ^c. 

Leiccftef-Ficlds,  Nov. 

29,  172^5,  11  o'clock 

at  Nishr.  St.  Andr^. 

\ 

I  went  immediately  to  the 
Bagnioj  where,  befides  Mr.  Ser¬ 
geant  Amyand  and  Mr.  St.  An- 
dre^  I  found  a  good  Number 
of  Gentlemen  more.  Having 
examin’d  the  Woman,  at  Mr. 
St.  Andrew  Requefl,  and  ask’d 
her  what  Queftions  I  thought 
proper,  he  defir’d  me  to  deliver 
my  Opinion  to  the  Company  ; 

which  I  did  in  thefe  or  the  like 
W^ords  : 

That 
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That  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Vagina^  nor,  as  I  believ’d, 
in  the  Uterus  of  that  Woman ; 
that  the  Motions  of  her  Bell}- 
were  very  different  from  thole 
caus’d  by  a  Child,  or  any  other 
living  Animal;  and  therefore 
were  probably  Hyfterick,  or 
only  Convullive  Contractions 
of  the  Mufcles  of  the  Jbdo- 
men  ;  and  that  the  Moifture 
which  flie  fqueez’d  out  of  her 
Nipples,  was  not  really  Milk.” 

That  there  was  nothing  in 
the  Vagina j  Mr.  St.  Andr^  own¬ 
ed,  Itrennoully  denying  all  I 
had  faid  befides :  But  as  I  did 
not  go  there  to  difpute,  the 
Converfation  became  general, 
and  chang’d  to  fomething  elfe. 

A 


A  little  while  afterwards,  Mr= 
St.  Andr^  told  me,  that  tho’ 
he  had  given  me  his  Word,  iii 
his  Letter,  that  I  fhould  de¬ 
liver  the  Woman ;  neverthelefs, 
as  it  was  agreeable  to  his  Ma- 

jefty’s  Pleafure  that  he  fliould 
carry  Sir  'Rkbard  Manninghani 
down  with  him  to  Guilford^ 
he  muft  beg  lo  far  to  be  ex¬ 
cus’d  from  his  Promife,  as  that 

•  I  would  allow  this  Gentleman 
to  perform  that  Office  firft,  af- 
furing  me  withal,  that  as  the 
Rabbits  were  always  brought 
away  in  Pieces,  I  fliould  foon 
have  a  full  Opportunity  of  be¬ 
ing  fatisfy’d  of  the  Truth. 

I  anfwer’d.  That  it  was  pef- 
fedlly  indifferent  to  me,  whe¬ 
ther 


C  9  3 

ther  I  deliver’d  her- firft  or  laft  j 
only  I  begg’d  thebe  Two  Con¬ 
ditions  might  be  agreed  to,  nei¬ 
ther  of  which,  as  I  conceiv’d, 
could  be  reckon’d  an  Incroach- 
ment  on  the  Privilege  he  now 

claim’d  for  Sir  Richard^ 

-  .  ' 

Firft,  that  before  any  thing 
was  brought  away,  I  might  be 
allow’d  to  feel  it  while  in  the 
Cervix  Uteri  before  it  palTed 
thro’  the  Os  Titiae  ;  becaufe, 
by  any  thing  lefs  than  that,  it 
would  be  in  vain  for  him  to 
endeavour  to  convince  me  that 
it  really  came  from  the  Uterus. 

Secondly,  That  Mr.  Chef  eh 
den  might  be  fent  for,  and  Mr. 
Amyand  and  he  be  allow’d  the 

C I  fame 
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laitie  Liberty  which  I  ask’d  for 
myielf. 

I 

Both  Sir  Richard  and  Mr.  St> 
Andr'e  accepted  thefe  Conditi¬ 
ons  j  but  it  was  not  without  fome 
Difficulty  that  I  could  perfuade 
them  to  call  in  Mr.  Chef  el  deft. 
I  likewife^  afterwards,  propos’d 
that  more  Accoucheurs^  Surgeons 
and  Phyficians  too,  than  they 
had  upon  their  Lift,  might  be 
deftr’d  to  attend ;  but  this  I  could 
not  prevail  with  them  to  grant, 

till  it  was  too  late.  About  Ten 

( 

o’clock,  Mr.  Chefelden  came  j 
and,,  among  other  Things,  ask’d 
Mr.  Howard  feveral  Qiieftions, 
which,  however  much  to  the 
Purpofe,  I  took  the  Liberty  to 
tell  him,  I  thought  not  at  all 

proper 
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proper' at  that  Time  :  The  Rea- 
fon  I  then  gave  him^  I  fliall  have 
Occafion  to  mention  in  another 
Place. 

I 

On  Thurfday^  December,  i. 
The  Leaping  of  the  Rabbity _  as 
it  was  call’d^  ceas’d^  and  the 
Woman  was  taken  with  PainS;, 
in  which  all  ,  the  Appearances  of 
thofe  by  which  a  true  Labour 
ufually  begins^  were  very  exact¬ 
ly  counterfeited  ;  and  I  then 
publickJy  laid^  that  from  any 
thing  in  thele  Pains  confider’d 
in  themleives  only^  I  was  not 
able  to  diftinguiih  them  from 
fuch  j  for  there  was  certainly  a 
very  great  forcing  down  of  the 
Uterus,  and  Vejica  Urinaria, 
with  a  Fullnefs  and  Conltridlioi? 
of  the  Vagina,  occafion’d  by 

C  2  holding 
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holding  in  her  Breath,  and 
draining  down  with  Violence  ; 
but  I  never  perceiv’d  them  to  be 
accompanied  with  any  Opening 
of  the  Ofcuhmi  Uteri y  or  Pains 
in  the  Back  and  Belly  ^  neither 
did.  they  go  oflf  after  the  Manner 
of  true  Pains. 

That  fame  Day  feveral  Perfons 
of  great  Diftindtion  and  Worth 
did  me  the  Honour  to  ask  me 
what  had  pafs’d  :  I  told  them  in 
general  Terms,  that  no  Delivery 
had  as  yet  happen’d ;  that  Mr. 
St.  Andr  'e  and  Mr.  Howard  ftill 
expelled  one  very  fuddenly;  and 
that  I  would  not  fail  to  give 
them  Notice  upon  the  fir  ft  Ap-. 
pearances  of  any  thing  that 
look’d  like  it. 


Mr, 
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Mr.  St,  Andre  having  fliew’d 
me  the  Proof  Sheets  of  his  Nar¬ 
rative,  which  I  read  over  in  fome 
Hurry,  I  told  him,  that  to  me 
it  appear’d  to  contain  nothing 
but  a  Collection  of  Impoffibili- 
ties  •,  particularly  that  what  he 
faid  about  the  Formation  of  thefe 
Animals  in  the  Fallopp  'tan  Tubes, 
and  their  palling  through  the 
narrow  Endings  thereof,  into 
the  Cavity  of  the  Uterus^  in  fo 
fliort  a  Time,  was  equally  re¬ 
pugnant  to  the  Structure  of  thefe 
Parts,  and  to  univerfal  Experi¬ 
ence  ;  for  that,  in  all  Tubar  'ian 
Conceptions,  of  which  only  Two 
had  occurr’d  to  me  in  Twen¬ 
ty  Seven  Years  Practice  of  Mid- 
’wifery,  the  forces  its  Way 

through 
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through  theTubeSj  not  into  the 
Uterus,  but  into  the  Cavity  of 
the  Abdomen,  and  there  foon 
hills  the  Patient.  I  added  fur¬ 
ther,  That  the  Noife  of  fnap- 
ping  and  breaking  of  the  Bones, 
which  he  talk’d  of,  muft  certain¬ 
ly  be  a  Romance,  notvvithfland- 
ing  the  Number  of  the  WitnelTes 
he  appeal’d  to ;  and  that  for  this 
plain  Reafon,  among  many  o- 
thers,  becaufe  it  fs  impollible 
that  fuch  a  Noife  fhould  ever  b% 

'  heard.  He  made  anfwer,  by  af~ 
Turing  me,  in  a  very  pofitive 
Manner,  that  I  fhould  foon 
hear  it  myfelf 

bn  Friday,  Mr.  Sergeant  Aniy- 

and  defir’d  me  to  go  and  fee  the 

Rabbits,  which  Mr.  Ahlers  had 

brought 
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brought  fome  Days  before -from 
Guilford-,  but  I  excus’d  my felf, 
by  telling  him  that  I  thought  fuch 
Enquiries  were  improper  at  that 
Time,  for  the  fame  Reafon 
which  I  had  before  given  Mr. 
Cbefelden.  But  the  moft  remar¬ 
kable  Thing  that  occurr’d  to  me 
that  Day,  was,  that  having  defi- 
red  to  vifit  the  Woman,  I  was 
denied  Admittance,  Mr.  St.  An¬ 
dre  and  Mr.  Howard  being  both 
abroad.  I  told  feveral  Gentle¬ 
men,  then  at  the  Bagnio,  that 
I  was  afraid  fome  new  Monjier 
was  breeding ;  and  went  away 
with  a  Refoiution  to  return  no 
more. 

On  Saturday  Afternoon,  Mr, 
St.  Andrf  who  had  not  only 

fent 
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lent  me  a  Letter  the  Night  be* 
fore,  but  difpatch’d  Two  MelTen* 
gerstome  that  Morning,  and  left 
another -Letter  for  me  at  Noon, 
came  himfelf  to  my  Houfe,  and 
begg’d  very  ear  neftly  that  I  would 
go  and  attend  but  a  little  while 
longer,or  promife  to  come  when¬ 
ever  he  Ihould  fend  me  Word  • 
adding  withal,  that  if  he  could 

but  once  fatisfy  me  about  the 
Reality  of  the  Thing,  he  did 
not  care  who  elfc  disbeliev’d  it. 
Thefe  preffing  Sollicitations  pre¬ 
vail’d  on  me  to  change  my  for- 
,  mer  Refolutions  ^  but  during  all 
the  Time  I  Raid,  the  Woman  was 
without  any  Appearance  of  Pain, 
and  nothing  extraordinary  hap¬ 
pen’d  to  her.  However,  I  rec¬ 
kon’d  my  Attendance  very  well 

rewarded 
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rewarded  by  an  Incident  that 
fell  out  in  the  Evening,  which 
ferv’d  to  u  flier  in  the  Difcovery 
of  the  whole  Impofture,  an  In¬ 
formation  being  given  to  the 
Right  Hon.  the  Lords  Albemarle 
and  Ltmerjcky  by  a  Servant  of 
the  Bagnio,  that  the  Woman 
had  imploy’d  him  to  procure 
her  a  Rabbit  clandeftinely :  My 
Lord  Limerick  did  me  the  Ho¬ 
nour  to  defire  I  would  be  pre¬ 
lent,  and  Sir  Richard  Man- 
ningham  wrote  down  the  In. 
formation.  It  was  not,  how¬ 
ever,  thought  convenient  to  di¬ 
vulge  this  Piece  of  News,  till 
next  Day,  that  more  effedlual 
Meafures  might  be  taken  to 

come  at  the  whole  Truth. 
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/On  Sunday  Morning  I  was 
very  much  fur  priz’d  to  find 
a  fenfible  Swelling  and  Full- 
nefs  a  little  above  the  Os  Pu¬ 
bis^-  which  I  thought  I  could 
circumfcribe  with  my  Fingers. 
Several  Gentlemen  perceiv’d  and 
examin’d  it  likewife,  but  none 
o£  us  knew^,  at  that  Tirne^ 
to  what  Caule  it  was  to  be 
afcrib’d  :  But  as  it  quite  dif- 
•appear’d  before  the  Afternoon^ 
1  then  judg’d  it  to  have  pro¬ 
ceeded  from  fome  fiatulent  Hu¬ 
mours  colledled  and  pent  up 
in  the  lower  Part  of  the  Jb- 
domen.  ■ 

Between*  Three  and  Four  o’ 
Clock  in  the  Afternoon  the- 

Woman 
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Woman  fell  again  into  Pains, 
but  not  near  lb  violent  as  thole 
ihe  had  on  the  Wedncj'day  be¬ 
fore.  Mr.  St.  Jndr^  and  Mr, 
Howard  very  confidently  al- 
fured  us  that  thele  were  the  - 
Fore-runners  of  Labour,  which 
they  expebled  would  follow,  in 
a  very  little  Time.  Sir  Ri¬ 
chard  Mamimgham  being,  pre- 
fent,  all  I  had  to  do  was  to 
defire  him  and  Mr.  St.  An¬ 
dre  to  remember  their  Promife  ^ 
but  the  Pains  foon  went  offj 
without  any  farther  Appearance 
of  what  they  expedled. 

The  Servant  at  the  Bagnio 
made  Oath  this  Evening  of  all 
he  had  inform’d  us  of  the  Night 
before  ;  and  as  from  that  Time 

D  2  tlie 
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the  Affair  came  under  the  Cog¬ 
nizance  of  the  Civil  Magi  ft  rate, 
the  Sequel  of  it  is  foreign  to 
the  Defign  of  this  Relation  ^ 
wherein  I  have  taken  Care  not 
to  omit  the  leaft  Circumftance, 
from  which  it  may,  with  any 
Colour  of  Probability,  be  in- 
ferfd,  that  I  ever  fo  much  as 
fufpedled  that  the  Story  of  this 
Woman’s  breeding,  and  being 
deliver’d  of  Rabbits,  might  have 
any  real  Foundation. 

« 

I  come,  in  the  next  Place,, 
with  the  fame  Freedom  and 
Sincerity,  to  offer  the  Reafons 
and  Motives  of  my  Behaviour, 
by  which  I  hope  fully  to  evince 
that  as  upon  the  firft:  News  I 
heard  of  this  Affair,  I  was  firm- 
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ly  perfuaded  the  whole  was  a 
Trick  ;  fo  no  Part  of  niy  Con- 
dudV,  after  the  Woman  was 
brought  to  Town,  can  have 
given  any  juft  Ground  for  ima¬ 
gining  that  I  either  really  did, 
or  was  ever  inclin’d  to  change 
my  Opinion. 

In  general,  therefore,  I  de- 
tire  it  may  be  obferv’d.  That 
even  the  greateft  Sticklers  for 
the  Reality  of  this  wonderful 
Phcenomenofij  did  not  pretend 
that  it  was,  in  any  Refpe6t, 
confirm’d  by  new  Proofs,  af¬ 
ter  the  Woman  came  hither  ; 
if  I  had  chang’d  my  Opinion, 
therefore,  it  muft  have  been 
upon  no  Manner  of  Founda¬ 
tion. 

Further^ 
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I 

/ 

Further,  from  what  I  obferv’d 
myfelf,  in  examining  the  Wo¬ 
man,  during  my  cloie  Attendance 
on  her,  and  in  comparing  eve¬ 
ry  Day’s  Experience  with  the 
pofitive  Affurances  of  a  Deli¬ 
very,  conftantly  given  us  by 
Mr.  St.  Andre  and  Mr.  How¬ 
ard,  I  muft  have  concluded 
the  Credibility  of  the  whole 
to  be  in  a  declining  Con¬ 
dition  ;  and  this  Conclufion 
could  not  but  be  very  much 
ftrengthened  by  the  pofitive 
Appearances  of  Fraud,  fome 
of  which  I  have  mentioned, 
chufing,  for  the  Sake  of  o- 
thers,  to  pafs  over  the  reft. 
If  in  this  State  .  of  Things, 

any 

X 
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s 


/ 


C  23  ] 

any  Body  can  believe  I  chan¬ 
ged  my  Opinion,  he  mull;  fup- 
pofe  me  capable  not  only  of 
doing  it  without  Grounds,  but 
in  Ipite  of  all  the  Proofs  of 
that  which  I  firlt  entertain’d, 
that  the  Nature  of  the  Thing 
would  allow,  of,  till  the  whole 
Dilcovery  of  the  Impofture  was  ■ 
made. 

^  *  I  ^ 

'  '  .  .1 

But  without  infifting  any 
longer  on  thefe ,  however 
ftrpng  Prcfumptions  in  my 
Favour,  I  go  on  to  the  exce¬ 
ptionable  Part  of  my  Condudf. 
And  firft.  The  Refervednels  of 
my  Behaviour,  in  not  talk¬ 
ing  with  the  fame  Opeiinels 
and  Freedom  againlt  the  Cheat 
as  I  did  at  firll:;  which,  how 

it 
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it  came  ever  to  be  made  an 
Argument  either  of  my  Igno¬ 
rance  or  Credulitj^j  is  to  me  a 
very  greatMyftery  ^  and;,I  believe, 
muft  be  fo  to  every  thinking 
Perfon,  who  confiders  the  Si¬ 
tuation  I  was  in. 

'  For,  in  the  firft  Place,  as 
it  was  of  the  utmoft  Confe- 
quence  that  the  whole  Truth 
of  this  Aflrair  fhould  be  de-, 
tedled,  becaufe  of  the  bad’^Ef- 
fedts  with  which  it  might  other- 
wife  have  been  attended ;  fo 
I  may  without  Vanity  af¬ 
firm,  that  the  Town  feem’d 
to  repole  fome  Confidence  in 
what  Ihould  be  my  Determi¬ 
nation. 


To 
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To  be  able  to  deter miney  to 
the  Satisfadlion  and  Convidlion 
of  all  Sorts  of  Perfons,  other 
Arguments  were  neceffary^  than 
Anatomy,  or  any  other  Branch  of 
Phylick,  could  furnifh.  Of  thefe 
the  greatelt  Number  are  not 
judges.  It  was  therefore  undoubt¬ 
edly  very  natural  for  me  to  de- 
fire  that  People  would  fufpend 
any  farther  Judgment  for  a  lit¬ 
tle  Time,  till  fuch  Proofs  could 
be  brought  of  the  Impofture 
as  they  requir’d  ;  and  as  I  was 
aJTured,  from  the  Two  Rei- 
fons  already  mention’d  in  the 
Beginning  of  this  Relation,  and 
other  Circumftances  that  oc- 
curr’d  every  Day ,  1  fhould 

foon  be  able  to  bring,  or, 

£  which 
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which  was  the  fame  Thing, 
to  aflitt  others  in  bringing;  be¬ 
ing  refolv’d  to  fpare  no  Pains 
nor  Attendance  in  difcovering 
the  paft  Frauds,  as  well  as  in 
preventing  new  Irapofitions. 
This  was  the  principal  End  I 
propos’d  to  myfelf  in  all  I  did, 
and  not  my  own  Satisfadlion, 
in  a  Thing  which  from  the  Be¬ 
ginning  I  believ’d  to  be  fo  far 
impoflible,  as  that  had  I  not, 
with  good  Reafon,  apprehend¬ 
ed  the  fatal  Tendency  of  it  to 
the  weaker  Sex  efpecially,  I  very 
much  queftion  whether  ever  1 
Ihould  have  fpent  any  more 
Time  in  enquiring  about  it,  than 
about  any  other  Piece  of  News 
which  engroffes  the  Convcrfa- 
tion  of  the  Town. 


Again, 
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Again,  it  has  but  too  plainly 
appear’d,  from  all  that  has  hap¬ 
pen’d  in  this  Affair,  how  deeply 
the  Reputation  of  feveral  Per- 
fons  was  engag’d  in  it,  even 
from  the  Beginning :  Mr.  How¬ 
ard  and  Mr.  St-  Andre  were  of 
this  Number.  Of  the  firff  of 
whom  I  had  heard  a  very  ad¬ 
vantageous  Character  ;  the  fe- 
cond,  tho’  a  rnofl:  ingenious  Ana- 
tomifl:,  I  all  along  believ’d  to  be 
impos’d  upon  ^  and  both  of  them 
feem’d  extreamly  defirous  that 
the  Thing  fhould  be  brought  to 
a  fair  Trial,  at  which  I  could  not 
help  exprefling  my  Surprize  and 
Amazement  oftener  than  once. 
This  I  judg’d  not  only  to  re- 
(juire  of  me  the  utmoft  Caution 
and  Circumfpedlion  j  which^ 

E  2  where 
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where  People’s  Reputation  and 
Bread  are  concern’d,  can  hard¬ 
ly  ever  be  too  great  ^  but  it 
likewife  inclin’d  me  to  allow 
them,  as  far  as  it  was  in  mv 

j  j 

Power,  both  Time  and  Op¬ 
portunity,  firfi:  of  undeceiving 
themfelves,  and  then  of  making 
Ibme  Atonement  to  the  World 
for  their  paft  Behaviour,  in 
the  Manner  they  fhould  have 
thought  moft  proper. 

As  thefe  were  the  general 
Views  that  led  me  into  this  Af¬ 
fair  at  firfl:,  fo  they  ferv’d  to 
condudl  me  in  every  Step  o£  my 
Proceedings ;  and  will  at  firfi: 
Sight  juftify  every  Expreflion, 
and  every  Action  of  mine,  thro’ 
the  whole  Courfe  of  my  Atten- 
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dance  j  the  foie  Defign  of  which 
was  to  come  at  a  fpeedy  Difoo- 
very  of  the  Impofture,  by  plain, 
fenfible,  and  undeniable  Fadls, 
of  which  all  the  World  might 
be  Judges,  and  not  Phyficians 
and  Anatomifts  only,  who  were 
capable  of  determining  the  Mat¬ 
ter  upon  other  Principles.  With 
this  View,  and  with  this  View 
only,  it  was,  that  upon  my  firft 
going  to  the  Bagnio,  I  began  by 
making  fuch  Terras  with  thofe 
more  immediately  concern’d,  as 
I  thought  were  moft  likely  to 
put  the  whole  Affair  upon  the 
fliorteft  and  fureft  Ilfue,  and 
that  I  again  reminded  them  of 
our  Agreements,  at  Times  when 
I  found  them  moft  pofitive  that 
fome  extraordinary  Event  was 
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to  happen.  Neither  could  I 
have  any  other  Motive  for  the 
Caution  I  prefum’d  to  give  fome 
of  my  very  good  Friends,  un- 
queftionable  Judges  in  fuch  Mat¬ 
ters,  and  equally  convinc’d  of 
the  Fraud  with  myfelf,  not  to 
trouble  themfelves,  nor  divert 
me  at  that  Time,  by  entering 
upon  Anatomical  Difcuffions, 
which  I  was  of  Opinion  would 
ftill  leave  Room  for  Cavils,  Re¬ 
plies  and  Mifapprehenfions,  and 
at  beft  could  end  in  nothing^ 
more  than  what  we  all  already 
knew.  But  elpecially  I  thought 
it  improper  that  Mr.  Howard 
fliould  be  ask’d  too  many  Que. 
ftions,  which  he  being  unable  to 
anfwer,  the  Effedt  of  them  muft 
be  only  to  puzzle  and  confound, 

not 


C  3«  ] 

not  to  convince  him ;  and  there, 
upon,  perhaps,  incline  him  to 
take  fome  fudden  Refolutions, 
which  \vould  rather  have  ob- 
firudted  than  forwarded  ns  in 
making  the  Difcovery,  in  the 
Way  1  all  along  wanted  it  to  be 
made. 

In  this  Manner  are  all  the 
other  Fadls  I  have  fet  down  to 
be  judg’d  of ;  neither  do  they 
fuffer  any  Difficulty,  after  what 
has  been  faid,  except  in  as  far  as 
they  have  been  mifreprefented. 
This  brings  me  to  Sir  Richard 
Mawtinghams  Diary  which  o- 
bliges  me  to  trouble  the  Publiclc 
at  this  Time. 


N 
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In  p.  21.  I  am  faid  to  have 
been  of  Opinion,  that  the  Pains 
.  which  the  Woman  had  upon 
her  at  the  Time  he  talks  of, 
were  of  the  fame  Nature  with 
1/ibour  Pains  ^  without  the  Ad¬ 
dition  of  any  Reftridtion.  But 
I  am  very  pofitive  that  I  never 
us’d  that  Expreflion  (if  I  us’d  it 
at  all)  in  any  other  Manner 
than  I  have  above  related  ^  nei¬ 
ther  were  more  particular  Ex¬ 
planations  to  be  expected  from 
me  at  that  Time,  the  Company 
then  prefent  being  a  very  unfuit- 
able  Audience  for  a  Le6lure  in 
Midwifery.  But  even  this  is 
not  the  worft  Senfe  in  which  my 
Words  have  been  mifconftru’d  ; 
for  Mr.  Howard j  who  pretended . 

to 
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.  to  have  been  prefent  at  her  for¬ 
mer  Deliveries,  having  made 
Anfwer  to  what  I  faid,  that  the 
fame  Sort  of  Pains  always  prece¬ 
ded  thefe ;  fome  bufy  People, 
either  out  of  Ignorance  or  Ma¬ 
lice,  b}^  joining  my  Words  and 
his  Anfwer  together,  have  made 
me  reprefent  her  as  adcually  go¬ 
ing  into  Labour,  a  Thing  I  ne¬ 
ver  laid,  nor  ever  Imagin’d. 

/ 

1 

P:  23.  I  am  faid  to  have  ap¬ 
prehended  that  the  Swelling 
which  I  perceiv’d  on  Sunday 
Morning,  was  m  the  Cavity  of 
the  Uterus,  by  which,  if  he 
means  that  1  apprehended  it  to 
proceed  from  any  Animal,  or 
Part  of  an  Animal,  either  form¬ 
ed  or  lodged  in  that  Cavity, 

F  I  can 


I 
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I  can  very  pofitively  affert,  that 
I  was  fully  convinc’d  of  the 
contrary,  and  never  exprefs’d 
any  tiling  like  it. 

T 

P.  24.  I  am  laid  to  have  agreed 
with  the  other  Phyficians,  &€• 
then  prelent,  in  apprehending 
tbat  fomething  would  Jeon  jffue 
from  the  U terus.  V/hether  thefe 
Gentlemen  either  did  apprehend, 
or  laid  they  apprehended  any 
ilich  Thing,  I  leave  it  to  them 
to  determine  ^  but  that'  I  agreed 
with  them  in  thefe  Apprehen- 
ftonSj  I  utterly-  deny.  It  may 
indeed  be  true,  that  being  then 
lb  much  us’d  to  Mr.  St.  Andrew 
and  Mr.  Howard’?,  politive  Way 
of  talking  about  every  thing 
that  related  to  this  Woman,  I 

-  did 
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did  not  immediately  exprcfs  my 
Diffent  to  what  they  laid  (to 
the  Reafon  of  which  Behaviour 
I  hope  the  Reader-  is  by  this 
Time  no  Stranger)  and  from 
thence^  together  with  my  ha¬ 
ving  put  him  in  Mind  of  his 
Promife,  I  imagine  he  has  con¬ 
cluded  that  I  was  of  the  fame 
Opinion  with  them.  If  this 
be  not  the  Cafe,  his  Memory 

J  c/ 

muft  have  fail’d  him^  or  he 
has  miftaken  the  Voice  of  lome 
other  Perfon  then  in  the  Room 
for  mine ;  for  I  cannot  believe 
him  capable  of  ufing  any  un¬ 
fair  Meansj  to  have  the  Latin 
Proverb  on  his  Side. 


To 
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To  conclude.  If,  hotwilH- 
ftanding  this  fair  .and  open  Re- 
prefentation  of  my  Condu6]:, 
and  of  the  Motives  I  was  in¬ 
fluenc’d  by  in  every  Step  of  it, 
any  Expreffion  or  Adtion  of 
mine  fliould  ftill  continue  to 
be.coiiftru’d  to  my  Prejudice, 
by  Perfons  who  think  the  befi: 
Way  of  eftablifhing  -tlieir  own 
Charadtcr  is  by  preying  upon 
thole  who  have  fome  to  lole ; 
all  the  Jufticc  I  have  further  to 
beg  of  the  impartial  World,  is, 
that  other  People’s  Words  may 
not  be  miftaken  for,  nor  con¬ 
founded  with  mine,  nor  Con- 
clufions  alcrib’d  to  me,  which 
the  Malice  of  fome  may  make 
them  ingenious  enough  to  draw 
from  what  I  either  have  faid  in 

a  Hurrv, 

/  ^  * 
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a  HurrVj  in  a  ludicrous  Man¬ 
ner,  or  at  Times  and  Places 

where  I  did  not  think  it  conve¬ 
nient  to  come  to  more  •  particu¬ 
lar  Explications.  If  this  be 
granted  nie,  as  I  doubt  not  but 
it  will,  by  all  whofe  Opinion  of 
me  it  is  worth  my  while  to  re¬ 
gard,  I  (hall  have  no  farther 
Occafion  to  trouble  the  Publick 
about  the  Affair  of  Mary  Tofts^ 
till  I  have  finilh’d  the  Confide- 
rations  advertiz’d  by  me  fome 
Time  ago  ^  in  which  I  (hall  fully 
evince,  from  what  may  be  cer¬ 
tainly  known  concerning  the 
Theory  of  Generation,  from 
the  Principles  and  Practice  of 
Midwifery,  from  the  StriuTufe 
of  the  Uterine  Parts  in  a  Wo¬ 
man,  and  from  the  Appearances 

of 
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of  the  Rabbits  themfelves,  that 
fuch  a  Delivery  was  impoflible. 
In  the  mean  Time,  I  hope  all 
breeding  Women  will  depend 
on  this  as  a  certain  Truth,  that 
it  is  no  lefs  probable,  that  a 
Rabbit  fhould  conceive  and  be 
deliver’d  of  a  Human  Child, 
than  that  any  Creature  whatever, 
of  an  intirely  different  Species, 
fhould  be  forni’d  in  the  Belly 
of  a  Woman.  ’  -  . 


Londo7t^  !Dec» 
16, 


Page  14,  Line  ult,  for  Rabbits j  read  Rabbit. 


